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Anatomy 

and 

Terminology

Name & 

Handle

Hashtags

Hyperlink

Embedded Image, 

GIF, or Video

Actions
Reply, Retweet, Favorite, DM

Tweet (body)

Handles

Avatar
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“Mentions” (Using Handles)

◼ @ handle in 

body of tweet 

tags that 

account

◼ Shows up for all 

followers in 

both timelines

◼ Whole world can 

see the tweet if 

they search
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“Mentions” (Using Handles)

◼ @ handle at 

beginning of  

tweet tags that 

account

◼ Shows up only in 

feed for people 

who follow both

◼ Whole world can 

see tweet if they 

search
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10. Stay current on latest 

developments in your field.

Image: https://www.flickr.com/photos/kk/18768224/in/photostream/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/kk/18768224/in/photostream/
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LEVEL UP: Twitter Lists
Create your own or subscribe to others to keep track of 

research, job announcements, funding opportunities, etc…



© 2020 Population Reference Bureau. All rights reserved. www.prb.org

Twitter Lists
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Twitter Lists
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9. Hashtags

#PopTwitter

#SocTwitter

#EpiTwitter
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Help With Hashtags

◼ Use judiciously

◼ Excellent for tweet chats and live tweeting 

conferences

◼ Check for other uses before you launch a 

new hashtags
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#SDA2016

Hoped to use #SDA2016 for Southern 

Demographic Association 2016 Conference 

but… 

◼ Seoul Drama Awards

◼ Salão do Automóvel
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8. Social media is less awkward 

than in-person networking.

Image: Silicon Valley https://www.businessinsider.com/9-simple-icebreakers-at-networking-events-2016-10

https://www.businessinsider.com/9-simple-icebreakers-at-networking-events-2016-10
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How can you engage on Twitter?

Share…

◼ Your new publications or resources
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How can you engage on Twitter?

Share…

◼ Your new publications or resources

◼ News items that feature your research

◼ Links to your blog posts, videos, talks

◼ Questions to invite feedback

◼ Interesting news, 

photos, or visuals
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How can you engage on Twitter?

Share…

◼ Your new publications or resources

◼ News items that feature your research

◼ Links to your blog posts, videos, talks

◼ Questions to invite feedback

◼ Interesting news, photos, or visuals

◼ Reply to or retweet other people’s tweets

◼ Thoughts on conferences you attend
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LEVEL UP: 

Live 

Tweeting

Use conference 

hashtag to share 

interesting info from 

the conference and 

connect with others
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Example of a Good DM

LEVEL UP: Direct Messaging
Connecting privately with other users
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7. 

Commiserate 

about 

#Reviewer2
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6. Find inspiration.

Image: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/346636502541040946/

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/346636502541040946/
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It started with a tweet…
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5. You (and your work) deserve 

an audience.

Image: Wedding Crashers https://medium.com/@abyshake/5-things-about-the-new-claps-feature-on-medium-b95d89017bed

https://medium.com/@abyshake/5-things-about-the-new-claps-feature-on-medium-b95d89017bed
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Image: https://tonic.vice.com/en_us/article/xy7yxn/how-to-become-an-internet-troll-in-five-

easy-steps

(and challenging 

questions from 

colleagues can 

improve your 

research).

4. Questions from trolls are good 

practice for dealing with #Reviewer2.

https://tonic.vice.com/en_us/article/xy7yxn/how-to-become-an-internet-troll-in-five-easy-steps
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3. PAA Past President said so.

“We have a responsibility to share our 

scientific knowledge.”
Speaking about social media for social science (2017)
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2. It’s “Imperative”
(Alt. title: Don’t let economists hog the spotlight.) 

Image: http://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/attach/journals/mar19csfeaturecohen_0.pdf

Paradigm shift: “public sociology” to 

“sociology in public”

Two-way interaction

Not just getting ideas “out there” 

but also getting new ideas “in here”

Read (don’t just write) for your 

target audience

Controversy happens…

http://www.asanet.org/sites/default/files/attach/journals/mar19csfeaturecohen_0.pdf


© 2020 Population Reference Bureau. All rights reserved. www.prb.org

“The only sure way for scholars to escape 

any and all controversy is by doing 

unremarkable work… or work that is so 

inconsequential—or impenetrable—that it’s 

incapable of ruffling anyone’s feathers 

because so few people care about it, or 

understand it.”

Arlene Stein and Jessie Daniels

Going Public: A Guide for Social Scientists
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Tips and Tricks for Twitter

◼ Use graphics, photos, or videos 

◼ Keep it short—but accurate 

◼ Be timely & relevant

◼ Include a call to action

◼ Stay consistent by posting frequently

◼ Ask questions

◼ Experiment and use variety

◼ Think of your audience

◼ Participate in live events

◼ Be yourself!
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How to Find Your Tribe

◼ Follow people who post using conference 

hashtags

◼ Surf “following” list for people whose tweets 

you like

◼ Use Lists feature to curate genres of interest

◼ Engage thoughtfully with others 

◼ Collegial discussion builds your network

◼ Avoid engaging with trolls (often bots, not 

human) but DO report any account violating 

terms of service
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1. Lift up people 

and stories

Image: https://www.noupe.com/wp-

content/uploads/2010/02/helpinghand-animals.jpg

https://www.noupe.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/helpinghand-animals.jpg
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Thank you!

Beth Jarosz 

bjarosz@prb.org

@DataGeekB

Mark Mather 

mmather@prb.org

@MarkSMather

mailto:bjarosz@prb.org
mailto:mmather@prb.org

