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Intimate Partner Violence: 

Youth and Young Adults



Sexual Violence: Youth and Young Adults



Unique context of college campuses

• Large numbers of youth away from family and home for 

the first time

• Shared living facilities

• Often designed as “bubbles” with all of the necessary 

services

• Students can operate in isolation from the broader 

community

– Intended to protect them and their education

– Can backfire

• Substance use widely tolerated in many settings 



Campus Climate Surveys by the Association of 

American Universities (AAU) 

• Administered spring 2015 at 27 universities

• Nonconsensual sexual contact: 
• Sexual penetration 

• Sexual touching

• Via one of four tactics:
1. physical force or threat of physical force

2. incapacitated because of drugs, alcohol, or being unconscious, 

asleep, or passed out

3. coercive threats of non-physical harm or promised rewards

4. failure to obtain affirmative consent



Nonconsensual sexual contact involving 

physical force or incapacitation since enrolling



From campus mixers to……



College Students:

Online Harassment and Cyberstalking 

• “Four Square or Facebook where you can check in is a great tool to track 

people down and so it can be dangerous. People use it for fun like, “I’m 

going here,” but you have to be careful because you could have a stalker 

that wants to see every location you are going to.”

• “He usually uses Facebook as a way to meet girls or whatever. And he’s 

actually gotten a girl’s class schedule and would be at every classroom 

that she got out of just to try and talk for a few minutes.”

• “I had a long-term bad relationship that took literally until this year to end. 

I had to literally re-friend the person, see how many friends she shared 

with me, it took me a week of just sorting this out and to block all those 

people, groups, and networks until I could finally know that she wasn’t 

looking at my stuff.”



Digital dating abuse (DDA)

• A pattern of behaviors that control, pressure, or threaten a dating 

partner using a cell phone or the Internet

– Looking at partner’s private information on a computer or cell 

phone without permission 

– Monitoring partner’s whereabouts

– Threatening to end a relationship on a cell phone or the Internet 

– Monitoring who partner talk(s) to and who they are friends with 

• Past-year DDA prevalence (n=321 students)

– Victimization 69% 

– Perpetration 63%



Does tech violence  co-occur with 

violence in real life? 

• Study with 885 undergraduates (men=301, women=584), 40% had 

experienced some type of coercion

• Like sexual coercion “in real life”, sexting coercion creates risk for poor mental 

health and other forms of dysfunction

Sexting coercion only 

8%

Sexual coercion only 

11%
Both 21%



Priorities & principles for

prevention & response

• Safety (primary and secondary prevention)

• Connection to necessary health care, support services

• Access to justice

• Key principles

– Empowerment

• Self-directed response vs. externally imposed response

– Confidentiality

• Victim control over if, when, how to share information



Prevention & response

• Safety & prevention

– Engaging bystanders to prevent and intervene

– Basic knowledge, definitions 

– Self-defense training

• Connection to necessary health care, support services

– Knowledge and use of support services is low

• Access to justice

– Reporting rates are low 

– Reflect lack of confidence in response as well as 

confidentiality concerns, shame, stigma



Immediate Safety & Connection to Security

• Users notify campus police rapidly for safety concerns

• Some also send tips to campus police (including GPS 

locations and photos) 

LiveSafe

LifeLine

ResponseCampusSafe

Rave 

Guardian



Immediate safety: engaging friends

bSafeCircle of 6

• Users engage contacts/friends to track their journey and can 

send alerts in situations of danger

OnWatch



Anonymous Access to Resources

Here For You

• Resource links including crisis hotlines, medical care and 

support services

Uask



Anonymous Reporting



• Technology is simultaneously 

– a context for violence perpetration/victimization

– a tool for prevention, connection to service and 

accountability

• Significant unmet needs exist in prevention and 

connection to care on college campuses!





Other campus climate surveys



Context matters: 

distinguishing digital behavior


